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Sunetric Commercial Case Study
KONA COMMONS 
“Sustainable building practices are consistent with the corporate culture we’ve built as an environmentally 
responsible developer. At Kona Commons investing in solar not only made sense for the bottom line but it was also 
the clearest statement we could make to our tenants and the people of Hawaii about our commitment to the 
environment.”  - BJ Kobayashi, Kobayashi Group CEO  

Sunetric completed installation of Hawaii’s largest rooftop solar project for Kona Commons in December, 2008. The 803-kilowatt 
project in Kailua-Kona generates 1.5 million kilowatt-hours of electricity a year. The system that Sunetric created for Kona 

en 
explains, “The challenging and exciting angle to this project was that Sunetric was in mostly uncharted waters executing the 
design. Our team engineered an innovative and comprehensive solution for Kona Commons and have been monitoring and 
sending monthly bills since the system’s completion.”

The total project was divided into 17 systems, each of which are net metered, allowing tenants to enter separate agreements with 
the developer (MKC Management) to purchase solar power from the system associated with their meter. "We are looking at 

worked with a Santa Clara, California-based technology company to create custom monitoring and automated billing systems.

strong supporter of solar in Hawaii. “Going green in partnership with a local company like Sunetric is a meaningful step that 
Hawaii’s businesses can take to develop the local economy by supporting Hawaii’s growing alternative energy industry,” said MKC 
Management President Jeff Dinsmore.

Project Summary

Location: Kailua- Kona, Hawaii
System Size: 803 kW Roof Mount 
Completed: December, 2008

System Description: 
• 2,632 SPR PowerGuard 305 W Modules
• 63 7kW inverters SMA- SB7000US
• 1 SatCon, PowerGate Plus 135 kW Utility Interactive Inverter
• 3 SatCon, PowerGate Plus 100 kW Utility Interactive Inverter
• Fat Spaniel PV Energy Monitoring
• 10 – Year Installation Warranty

The energy saved with this PV system in one year 
is equivalent following greenhouse gas reductions:

• Annual greenhouse gas emissions from 209 vehicles
• CO2 emissions from 123,114 gallons of gasoline consumed 
• CO2 emissions from 2,545 barrels of oil consumed 
• CO2 emissions from 133 homes’ electricity use for one year 
• Carbon sequestered by 8,693 trees grown for 10 years 
• Carbon sequestered annually by 10 acres of forest preserved 

from deforestation 
• Greenhouse gas emissions avoided by recycling 369 tons of 

Annual Electricity Production: 1,524,000 kWh

Value of Annual Electricity Production:  $225,000
15.5MW (39.76%) of 12.576MW total Net Metered Systems as reported by Hawaiian Electric Co., Maui Electric Co. and Hawaii Electric Light Co. in the Net Energy Metering Status Reportt

Public Utilities Commission on January 26, 2010.


